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essay of means which have, been found, by the experience
of many years, unsuccessful.

It has been granted on all sides in this debate, nor was
it ever denied on any other occasion, that the consumption
of any commodity is most easily to be hindered by raising
its price, and its price is to be raised by the imposition of
a duty; this, my lords, which is, I suppose, the opinion of
every man, of whatever degree of experience or under-
standing, appears likewise to have been thought by the
authors of the present law; and, therefore, they imagined,
that they had effectually provided against the increase of
drunkenness, by laying upon that liquor which should be
retailed in small quantities, a duty which none of the mfe-
riour classes of drunkards would be able to pay.

Thus, my lords, they conceived that they had reformed
the common people, without infringing the pleasures of
others, and applauded the happy contrivance by which spi-
rits were to be made dear only to the poor, while every
man who could afford to purchase two gallons, was at li-
berty to riot at his ease, and over a full flowing bumper
look down with contempt upon his former companions, now
ruthlessly condemned to disconsolate sobriety, or obliged to
regale themselves with liquor which did no speedy execu-
tion upon their cares, but held them for many tedious hours
in a languishing possession of their senses and their limbs.

Eut, my lords, this intention was frustrated, and the
project, ingenious as it was, fell to the ground; for though
they had laid a tax, they unhappily forgot that this tax
would make no addition to the price, unless it was paid;
and that it would not be paid, unless some were em-
powered to collect it.

Here, my lords, was the difficulty; those who made the
law were inclined to lay a tax from which themselves
should be exempt, and, therefore, would not charge- the
liquor as it issued from the still; and when once it was
dispersed in the hands of petty dealers, it was no longer to
be found without the assistance of informers, and informers
could not carry on the business of persecution without the
Consent of the people.